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Whaley Bridge in the Peak, the Gateway to the 
Goyt Valley, offers you restaurants, traditional 
pubs, shops and a splendid variety of activities, 
all from a unique historical setting.
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High Peak Borough Council produced this leaflet  
with the support of Whaley Bridge Town Council.

www.highpeak.gov.ukwww.whaleybridge.com

Explore the many walks from Whaley Bridge to 
experience the views from the surrounding hills 
and pastures, the history of Transhipment Shed, 
Peak Forest Canal, Bugsworth Basin, route of the 
early tramroads across the Peaks and special 
scenic beauty of the landscape and Reservoirs.
Notable local landscape features include the nearby 
Toddbrook Reservoir to the west, Bings Wood and 
Roosdyche glacial meltway to the east and Goyt Valley 
to the south.
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C
ontinue over a series of ladder stiles. The 

route follow
s a fence into open fields below

 
M

osley H
all Farm

, to a stone stile above you. 
Follow

 the w
ell-m

arked path through fields, 
exiting onto W

estern Lane, B
uxw

orth. Turn 
right and take the path on the left betw

een 
the football and cricket pitches. C

ross the 
footbridge over the A6 bypass to arrive at 
the B

uxw
orth B

asin at the head of the Peak 
Forest C

anal.

 Pass the N
avigation pub and take the tow

path 
tow

ards B
ridgem

ont. C
ontinue around the 

bend under the A6, and cross the canal using 
footbridge no. 34. C

ross the A6 to a track 
heading to the railw

ay bridge. 
Im

m
ediately after the bridge take the footpath 

on the left to H
ockerley Farm

 and H
ockerley 

O
ld H

all to enter the field over a stone stile. 
Turn left to follow

 the w
all behind the houses 

up to Stoneheads. O
n reaching the W

haley 
B

ridge to D
isley road, turn left and follow

 the 
road dow

nhill to turn right onto Start Lane.
Proceed along the lane, until you reach the 
stone ginnel footpath just past Purdow

n’s 
garage and before Springbank. Follow

 this 
dow

n to R
eservoir R

oad, turn left to pass Todd 
B

rook R
eservoir and B

rookfield Pond nature 
reserve to return to the station.

Furness Vale to B
ridgem

ont, H
ockerley, 

R
ingstones and Yeardsley H

all W
alk 

A canal side w
alk, w

ith return along the 
low

er hills above the valley w
ith fine 

view
s. (Please put your dogs on a lead)

R
ingstones R

ound
D

istance:  
2.6 m

iles / 4.3 km
 (1 hr 3 m

inutes) 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths and cross-field paths
 

G
entle w

alking.

From
 Furness Vale Station, cross Station R

oad and 
go dow

n the hill to cross the Peak Forest C
anal. 

Im
m

ediately at the end of the bridge go dow
n 

the steps to join the C
anal Tow

path. Proceed in 
a southerly direction (back under the bridge) for 
approxim

ately half a m
ile. The canal runs parallel 

w
ith the A6 and the railw

ay line to B
uxton. Across  

the valley runs the railw
ay line to Sheffield.

After passing an iron footbridge and a road bridge 
you reach a second iron footbridge m

arked 34. (Put 
your dog on the lead!) C

ross the bridge and go up 
the path to the busy A6. C

ross the road via the traffic 
island into the sm

all ham
let of B

ridgem
ont. Proceed 

past the children’s playground under the railw
ay 

bridge.
Im

m
ediately at the end of the bridge parapet take 

the footpath on your left running beside the railw
ay. 

After 200 yards proceed over a stile into an open field 
and follow

 the stone w
all to the right uphill to another 

stile. Pass around the chicken pens and through the 
gate into the lane in front of H

ockerley Farm
. 

At the top of the yard, betw
een tw

o oak trees and to 
the right of the farm

 gate take the stone stile and 
turn right along the track besides the stone w

all 
running gently uphill w

ith view
s across the valley and 

over to Eccles Pike, B
ugsw

orth and C
hinley C

hurn.
D

rop dow
n to the gate at the head of R

ingstones 
C

lough, below
 R

ingstone C
aravan Site, and carry 

straight on uphill along the road to Yeardsley H
all.

Look to the east to adm
ire the view

s tow
ards 

G
ow

hole and C
hinley C

hurn.
W

alk dow
n Yeardsley Lane past the interesting 

variety of houses and bungalow
s to the Furness 

Vale C
om

m
unity C

entre (café open Tues and Thurs 
afternoons).   
C

ross the A6 by the pedestrian crossing and turn 
right to return to the station dow

n Station R
oad to 

the left. Alternatively, turn left 100 yards and turn 
right dow

n O
ld R

oad then at the bottom
 take the 

footpath under the railw
ay w

hich exits on Station 
R

oad, just below
 the station.
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D
iscover the beauty of W

haley B
ridge’s 

scenery and the heritage of its Industrial 
past.From

 the Station C
ar Park, turn right, passing 

under the R
ailw

ay B
ridge. C

ontinue up R
eservoir 

R
oad, taking a left turn into M

em
orial Park. C

ross 
over Todd B

rook below
 the dam

 and take the low
er 

path until the next bridge. C
ross the R

iver G
oyt into 

W
heatsheaf R

oad and turn right onto the m
ain road

Im
m

ediately before the bridge over R
andall C

arr 
B

rook cross the m
ain road and take the track of the 

form
er C

rom
ford and H

igh Peak R
ailw

ay. Turn right 
onto the track bed and follow

 the path under C
hapel 

R
oad, past C

rom
ford C

ourt to Shallcross Incline. 

Follow
 the incline to Shallcross R

oad, turn left to 
reach Elnor Lane. C

ross the road and take the track 
past Shallcross N

ursery. Follow
 this path over the 

next three stiles, fork left and descend to the rear of 
C

adster H
ouse, w

here a left turn leads dow
n below

 
the railw

ay to join C
hapel R

oad.
C

ross the m
ain road, turn left and continue to a 

signposted track. Follow
 the track passing Ivy B

ank 
Farm

. Proceed dow
n Eccles R

oad, taking the first 
right by Park H

ouse. The path then runs from
 H

orw
ich 

Fold through open fields w
ith good stiles, passing the 

cricket pitch to em
erge on the N

ew
 H

orw
ich track.

A left turn onto the rough path takes you to a 
signposted path to the right. This skirts Throstledale, 
keeping close to the R

oosdyche.

This w
as an im

portant industrial estate served by the 
railw

ay. The railw
ay continued uphill via the S

hallcross 
incline, to the east of the scout hut.

B
uxw

orth B
asin w

as an extrem
ely busy inland

 
port. Lim

estone w
as brought dow

n by w
agon

 
under gravity from

 the quarries near B
uxton

 
and transferred to barges.

O
riginally thought to be of R

om
an origin, the 

R
oosdyche is in fact the bed of the glacial m

elt-
w

ay, 13m
 w

ide and 8m
 deep. The path provides 

exceptional view
s across W

haley B
ridge.

W
haley B

ridge W
alk

D
istance:  

6.0 m
iles / 9.7 km

 (3 hours 20 m
inutes) 

G
oing:  

Firm
 paths and cross-field paths

G
entle w

alking, m
any stiles and three uphill sections
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Explore Furness Vale and the rolling 
countryside that gives this place its 
character.

From
 the centre of Furness Vale take Yeardsley 

Lane SW
. 

Fork right into D
iglee R

oad.
After leaving the interesting variety of houses 
behind, again take the right fork into D

iglee C
lough. 

C
ross the culvert and clim

b a short distance 
tow

ards B
roadhey Farm

.
Im

m
ediately before the farm

 entrance track a 
left-hand track rises to the left the large barn 
conversion through a gate and onto the flanks of 
B

roadhey H
ill. From

 the brow
 of the hill, panoram

ic 
view

s stretch back across W
haley M

oor, w
est 

across the rem
ains of K

iln K
noll B

arrow
, north and 

w
est to N

ew
 M

ills, Lantern Pike, K
inder Scout and 

C
hinley C

hurn.
O

n the hilltop, at the end of the track, stands a barn. 
Pass the barn to a gate on the right and stile into the 
m

eadow
. Follow

 the w
all to your left and descend 

the field to a depression. 
O

ver a stile in the low
er w

all into the low
er field to 

join a path running in from
 D

isley Parish. Follow
 the 

field’s bottom
 fence south east to a stile w

here the 
w

alk goes through tw
o gates to reach the A6, north 

of the centre of Furness Vale.

Furness Vale W
alk

D
istance:  

1.6 m
iles / 2.7 km

 (43 m
inutes) 

G
oing:  

Firm
 paths and cross-field paths 

 
G

entle slopes.

123456

A public right of w
ay is a route w

hich m
em

bers of the 
public have a right to use at any tim

e. There are four 
different rights of w

ay.
Public footpaths - available for w

alkers only, although 
you m

ay take a pram
, pushchair or w

heel chair along 
it, if practicable.
Public bridlew

ays - for the use of w
alkers, horseriders 

and cyclists. B
ridlew

ays are often w
aym

arked w
ith blue 

arrow
s.

R
oads used as public paths (R

U
PPs) - these often have 

the appearance of green lanes ( although the term
 has 

no legal m
eaning ) and are available to the sam

e users 
as bridlew

ays. There are public vehicular rights along 
som

e R
U

PPs - seek local guidance.
B

yw
ays open to all traffic (B

OATSs) - available for use 
by m

otor vehicles, m
otorcycles, riders, cyclists and 

w
alkers. At present there are none in the area covered 

by this guide.

7
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m
ore info: w

w
w

.w
haleybridge.com

Take tim
e to find out m

ore about the history 
of the tow

n and the surrounding area. See 
how

 W
haley B

ridge’s industry developed.

W
haley B

ridge Tow
n Trail

D
istance:  

2.0 m
iles / 3.0 km

s 
G

oing:  
G

ood, firm
 paths throughout

Pace: 
Easy w

alking, but in places not suitable for w
heelchairs

12345678

The w
alk starts at the W

haley B
ridge canal basin. The 

Peak Forest C
anal w

as opened at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century. The C

anal Transhipm
ent Shed (a 

class 2* listed building) w
as built in 1832 across the 

end of the canal. C
oal and lim

estone w
ere exported 

through the basin, w
hilst cotton cam

e into the m
ills. The 

C
rom

ford and H
igh Peak R

ailw
ay connected w

ith the 
canal, entering the building at both sides of the canal. 
C

om
m

ercial traffic ceased in the 1920’s.

From
 the canal basin follow

 the road past the tow
n 

centre car park. The D
IY buildings w

ere form
erly stabling 

for railw
ay horses. The houses across the river occupy 

the form
er site of G

oyt M
ill. C

rossing the R
iver G

oyt by 
the old railw

ay bridge, continue up the incline. This w
as 

the first of m
any inclines on the C

&
H

P R
ailw

ay. It w
as 

too steep for locom
otives and so w

agons w
ere hauled 

up by horses turning a capstan. Tw
o of the guides for the 

haulage chains can be seen at the top of the incline.

It is w
orth a short diversion on reaching O

ld R
oad – the 

site of a form
er level crossing – to view

 the building at 
the bottom

 of B
ings R

oad (left and left again). This w
as 

a ventilation shaft for the W
aterloo Pit, one of W

haley 
B

ridge’s m
any coalm

ines. M
ining started in W

haley in the 
16th century but ceased before W

orld W
ar 2. R

eturning 
to O

ld R
oad, you now

 continue to follow
 the path of the 

C
&

H
P R

ailw
ay along C

aldene Terrace tow
ards a sm

all 
industrial estate. At the end of the houses turn right and 
descend to B

uxton R
oad. Turn left under the railw

ay 
bridge and follow

 the m
ain road past the C

ock Inn. A few
 

m
etres beyond the Inn and before the houses, turn left 

onto a narrow
 path. This crosses a sm

all feeder channel 
from

 C
om

bs R
eservoir to the canal.

C
ontinue the short clim

b until you rejoin the old railw
ay 

track bed.  The path follow
s the railw

ay, passing 
through a short tunnel under C

hapel R
oad tow

ards a 
sm

all industrial estate, the C
rom

ford C
ourt Sheltered 

Accom
m

odation and the Shallcross Incline. (A separate 
leaflet guiding you on the ‘Shallcross Trail’ can be picked 
up at the tow

n car park). Various rem
ains of the railw

ay 
can be seen along this stretch. 

Im
m

ediately after going through the tunnel turn right 
clim

bing the steps onto C
hapel R

oad. Turn left and 
descend to the crossroads. C

ross B
uxton R

oad at the 
traffic lights into M

acclesfield R
oad (B

5470). After 
crossing over the G

oyt, turn right into G
oyt R

oad and 
continue into M

em
orial Park. In the park take the w

ide 
path to the left, passing the W

ar M
em

orial, and then the 
next path to the left up the path to Toddbrook D

am
. (To 

avoid this short clim
b and stiles continue through the 

park passing the children’s playground).

C
rossing the dam

 gives good view
s of the surrounding 

hills and over W
haley B

ridge. This reservoir is a feeder 
for the canal (the highest in England). Turn right after 
continuing across the dam

 onto R
eservoir R

oad. In a few
 

m
etres turn left through a sm

all m
etal gate to B

rookfield 
Pond. This form

er m
illpond for B

ingsw
ood w

orks is now
 

a nature reserve. R
eturning to the entrance and rejoining 

the road, turn left, descending the hill. 

O
n the right is another entrance to the park, w

here those 
not going over the dam

 w
ill em

erge.

About 80m
 before the railw

ay bridge (opposite house 
no 9) turn right through a gap in the hedge and descend 
steps. Pass under the railw

ay bridge. The sm
all 

courtyard on the left used to be a bakehouse. Turn left 
into M

arket Street, pass the M
echanics Institute and 

return to the canal basin.
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Take a gentle stroll am
ongst W

haley 
B

ridge’s M
em

orial Park

The M
em

orial Park w
as opened in 1920 to 

rem
em

ber the brave m
en of W

haley B
ridge 

w
ho lost their lives in the 1st W

orld W
ar.

M
em

orial Park w
as aw

arded the prestigious 
G

reen Flag in 2015, 2016 and 2017 an aw
ard w

hich 
recognises the best green spaces. 
M

ore inform
ation at w

w
w

.w
haleypark.co.uk

M
em

orial Park W
alks

W
alking is now

 seen as the best w
ay to exercise and 

get fit. It is free, anyone can participate, and you do not 
need special clothing or footw

ear.
Just 20-30 m

inutes of w
alking a day can:

• Increase your fitness and stam
ina

• R
educe blood pressure

• R
educe the risk of heart disease and stroke

•  R
educe the risk of type 2 diabetes and osteoporosis

• H
elp reduce stress

• H
elp you lose or m

aintain w
eight

Above all it m
akes you feel great

The benefits of w
alking

R
oute 2 

This w
alk has steep inclines 1.75 km

.

Park W
alk 02

D
istance:  

1 m
ile  / 1.7 km

 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths
Pace: 

Park w
alk w

ith steep inclines

R
oute 1  

 This takes in all the low
er footpaths 

(w
heelchair friendly), w

ith sm
all inclines.

Park W
alk 01

D
istance:  

0.75 m
ile / 1.25  km

 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths
Pace: 

G
entle Park w

alking

Start / End
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3
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Public R

ights of W
ay

N
ote: The Tow

n Trail is num
bered on the m

ap overleaf
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C
ontinue over a series of ladder stiles. The 

route follow
s a fence into open fields below

 
M

osley H
all Farm

, to a stone stile above you. 
Follow

 the w
ell-m

arked path through fields, 
exiting onto W

estern Lane, B
uxw

orth. Turn 
right and take the path on the left betw

een 
the football and cricket pitches. C

ross the 
footbridge over the A6 bypass to arrive at 
the B

uxw
orth B

asin at the head of the Peak 
Forest C

anal.

 Pass the N
avigation pub and take the tow

path 
tow

ards B
ridgem

ont. C
ontinue around the 

bend under the A6, and cross the canal using 
footbridge no. 34. C

ross the A6 to a track 
heading to the railw

ay bridge. 
Im

m
ediately after the bridge take the footpath 

on the left to H
ockerley Farm

 and H
ockerley 

O
ld H

all to enter the field over a stone stile. 
Turn left to follow

 the w
all behind the houses 

up to Stoneheads. O
n reaching the W

haley 
B

ridge to D
isley road, turn left and follow

 the 
road dow

nhill to turn right onto Start Lane.
Proceed along the lane, until you reach the 
stone ginnel footpath just past Purdow

n’s 
garage and before Springbank. Follow

 this 
dow

n to R
eservoir R

oad, turn left to pass Todd 
B

rook R
eservoir and B

rookfield Pond nature 
reserve to return to the station.

Furness Vale to B
ridgem

ont, H
ockerley, 

R
ingstones and Yeardsley H

all W
alk 

A canal side w
alk, w

ith return along the 
low

er hills above the valley w
ith fine 

view
s. (Please put your dogs on a lead)

R
ingstones R

ound
D

istance:  
2.6 m

iles / 4.3 km
 (1 hr 3 m

inutes) 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths and cross-field paths
 

G
entle w

alking.

From
 Furness Vale Station, cross Station R

oad and 
go dow

n the hill to cross the Peak Forest C
anal. 

Im
m

ediately at the end of the bridge go dow
n 

the steps to join the C
anal Tow

path. Proceed in 
a southerly direction (back under the bridge) for 
approxim

ately half a m
ile. The canal runs parallel 

w
ith the A6 and the railw

ay line to B
uxton. Across  

the valley runs the railw
ay line to Sheffield.

After passing an iron footbridge and a road bridge 
you reach a second iron footbridge m

arked 34. (Put 
your dog on the lead!) C

ross the bridge and go up 
the path to the busy A6. C

ross the road via the traffic 
island into the sm

all ham
let of B

ridgem
ont. Proceed 

past the children’s playground under the railw
ay 

bridge.
Im

m
ediately at the end of the bridge parapet take 

the footpath on your left running beside the railw
ay. 

After 200 yards proceed over a stile into an open field 
and follow

 the stone w
all to the right uphill to another 

stile. Pass around the chicken pens and through the 
gate into the lane in front of H

ockerley Farm
. 

At the top of the yard, betw
een tw

o oak trees and to 
the right of the farm

 gate take the stone stile and 
turn right along the track besides the stone w

all 
running gently uphill w

ith view
s across the valley and 

over to Eccles Pike, B
ugsw

orth and C
hinley C

hurn.
D

rop dow
n to the gate at the head of R

ingstones 
C

lough, below
 R

ingstone C
aravan Site, and carry 

straight on uphill along the road to Yeardsley H
all.

Look to the east to adm
ire the view

s tow
ards 

G
ow

hole and C
hinley C

hurn.
W

alk dow
n Yeardsley Lane past the interesting 

variety of houses and bungalow
s to the Furness 

Vale C
om

m
unity C

entre (café open Tues and Thurs 
afternoons).   
C

ross the A6 by the pedestrian crossing and turn 
right to return to the station dow

n Station R
oad to 

the left. Alternatively, turn left 100 yards and turn 
right dow

n O
ld R

oad then at the bottom
 take the 

footpath under the railw
ay w

hich exits on Station 
R

oad, just below
 the station.
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D
iscover the beauty of W

haley B
ridge’s 

scenery and the heritage of its Industrial 
past.From

 the Station C
ar Park, turn right, passing 

under the R
ailw

ay B
ridge. C

ontinue up R
eservoir 

R
oad, taking a left turn into M

em
orial Park. C

ross 
over Todd B

rook below
 the dam

 and take the low
er 

path until the next bridge. C
ross the R

iver G
oyt into 

W
heatsheaf R

oad and turn right onto the m
ain road

Im
m

ediately before the bridge over R
andall C

arr 
B

rook cross the m
ain road and take the track of the 

form
er C

rom
ford and H

igh Peak R
ailw

ay. Turn right 
onto the track bed and follow

 the path under C
hapel 

R
oad, past C

rom
ford C

ourt to Shallcross Incline. 

Follow
 the incline to Shallcross R

oad, turn left to 
reach Elnor Lane. C

ross the road and take the track 
past Shallcross N

ursery. Follow
 this path over the 

next three stiles, fork left and descend to the rear of 
C

adster H
ouse, w

here a left turn leads dow
n below

 
the railw

ay to join C
hapel R

oad.
C

ross the m
ain road, turn left and continue to a 

signposted track. Follow
 the track passing Ivy B

ank 
Farm

. Proceed dow
n Eccles R

oad, taking the first 
right by Park H

ouse. The path then runs from
 H

orw
ich 

Fold through open fields w
ith good stiles, passing the 

cricket pitch to em
erge on the N

ew
 H

orw
ich track.

A left turn onto the rough path takes you to a 
signposted path to the right. This skirts Throstledale, 
keeping close to the R

oosdyche.

This w
as an im

portant industrial estate served by the 
railw

ay. The railw
ay continued uphill via the S

hallcross 
incline, to the east of the scout hut.

B
uxw

orth B
asin w

as an extrem
ely busy inland

 
port. Lim

estone w
as brought dow

n by w
agon

 
under gravity from

 the quarries near B
uxton

 
and transferred to barges.

O
riginally thought to be of R

om
an origin, the 

R
oosdyche is in fact the bed of the glacial m

elt-
w

ay, 13m
 w

ide and 8m
 deep. The path provides 

exceptional view
s across W

haley B
ridge.

W
haley B

ridge W
alk

D
istance:  

6.0 m
iles / 9.7 km

 (3 hours 20 m
inutes) 

G
oing:  

Firm
 paths and cross-field paths

G
entle w

alking, m
any stiles and three uphill sections
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Explore Furness Vale and the rolling 
countryside that gives this place its 
character.

From
 the centre of Furness Vale take Yeardsley 

Lane SW
. 

Fork right into D
iglee R

oad.
After leaving the interesting variety of houses 
behind, again take the right fork into D

iglee C
lough. 

C
ross the culvert and clim

b a short distance 
tow

ards B
roadhey Farm

.
Im

m
ediately before the farm

 entrance track a 
left-hand track rises to the left the large barn 
conversion through a gate and onto the flanks of 
B

roadhey H
ill. From

 the brow
 of the hill, panoram

ic 
view

s stretch back across W
haley M

oor, w
est 

across the rem
ains of K

iln K
noll B

arrow
, north and 

w
est to N

ew
 M

ills, Lantern Pike, K
inder Scout and 

C
hinley C

hurn.
O

n the hilltop, at the end of the track, stands a barn. 
Pass the barn to a gate on the right and stile into the 
m

eadow
. Follow

 the w
all to your left and descend 

the field to a depression. 
O

ver a stile in the low
er w

all into the low
er field to 

join a path running in from
 D

isley Parish. Follow
 the 

field’s bottom
 fence south east to a stile w

here the 
w

alk goes through tw
o gates to reach the A6, north 

of the centre of Furness Vale.

Furness Vale W
alk

D
istance:  

1.6 m
iles / 2.7 km

 (43 m
inutes) 

G
oing:  

Firm
 paths and cross-field paths 

 
G

entle slopes.

123456

A public right of w
ay is a route w

hich m
em

bers of the 
public have a right to use at any tim

e. There are four 
different rights of w

ay.
Public footpaths - available for w

alkers only, although 
you m

ay take a pram
, pushchair or w

heel chair along 
it, if practicable.
Public bridlew

ays - for the use of w
alkers, horseriders 

and cyclists. B
ridlew

ays are often w
aym

arked w
ith blue 

arrow
s.

R
oads used as public paths (R

U
PPs) - these often have 

the appearance of green lanes ( although the term
 has 

no legal m
eaning ) and are available to the sam

e users 
as bridlew

ays. There are public vehicular rights along 
som

e R
U

PPs - seek local guidance.
B

yw
ays open to all traffic (B

OATSs) - available for use 
by m

otor vehicles, m
otorcycles, riders, cyclists and 

w
alkers. At present there are none in the area covered 

by this guide.
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m
ore info: w

w
w

.w
haleybridge.com

Take tim
e to find out m

ore about the history 
of the tow

n and the surrounding area. See 
how

 W
haley B

ridge’s industry developed.

W
haley B

ridge Tow
n Trail

D
istance:  

2.0 m
iles / 3.0 km

s 
G

oing:  
G

ood, firm
 paths throughout

Pace: 
Easy w

alking, but in places not suitable for w
heelchairs
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The w
alk starts at the W

haley B
ridge canal basin. The 

Peak Forest C
anal w

as opened at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century. The C

anal Transhipm
ent Shed (a 

class 2* listed building) w
as built in 1832 across the 

end of the canal. C
oal and lim

estone w
ere exported 

through the basin, w
hilst cotton cam

e into the m
ills. The 

C
rom

ford and H
igh Peak R

ailw
ay connected w

ith the 
canal, entering the building at both sides of the canal. 
C

om
m

ercial traffic ceased in the 1920’s.

From
 the canal basin follow

 the road past the tow
n 

centre car park. The D
IY buildings w

ere form
erly stabling 

for railw
ay horses. The houses across the river occupy 

the form
er site of G

oyt M
ill. C

rossing the R
iver G

oyt by 
the old railw

ay bridge, continue up the incline. This w
as 

the first of m
any inclines on the C

&
H

P R
ailw

ay. It w
as 

too steep for locom
otives and so w

agons w
ere hauled 

up by horses turning a capstan. Tw
o of the guides for the 

haulage chains can be seen at the top of the incline.

It is w
orth a short diversion on reaching O

ld R
oad – the 

site of a form
er level crossing – to view

 the building at 
the bottom

 of B
ings R

oad (left and left again). This w
as 

a ventilation shaft for the W
aterloo Pit, one of W

haley 
B

ridge’s m
any coalm

ines. M
ining started in W

haley in the 
16th century but ceased before W

orld W
ar 2. R

eturning 
to O

ld R
oad, you now

 continue to follow
 the path of the 

C
&

H
P R

ailw
ay along C

aldene Terrace tow
ards a sm

all 
industrial estate. At the end of the houses turn right and 
descend to B

uxton R
oad. Turn left under the railw

ay 
bridge and follow

 the m
ain road past the C

ock Inn. A few
 

m
etres beyond the Inn and before the houses, turn left 

onto a narrow
 path. This crosses a sm

all feeder channel 
from

 C
om

bs R
eservoir to the canal.

C
ontinue the short clim

b until you rejoin the old railw
ay 

track bed.  The path follow
s the railw

ay, passing 
through a short tunnel under C

hapel R
oad tow

ards a 
sm

all industrial estate, the C
rom

ford C
ourt Sheltered 

Accom
m

odation and the Shallcross Incline. (A separate 
leaflet guiding you on the ‘Shallcross Trail’ can be picked 
up at the tow

n car park). Various rem
ains of the railw

ay 
can be seen along this stretch. 

Im
m

ediately after going through the tunnel turn right 
clim

bing the steps onto C
hapel R

oad. Turn left and 
descend to the crossroads. C

ross B
uxton R

oad at the 
traffic lights into M

acclesfield R
oad (B

5470). After 
crossing over the G

oyt, turn right into G
oyt R

oad and 
continue into M

em
orial Park. In the park take the w

ide 
path to the left, passing the W

ar M
em

orial, and then the 
next path to the left up the path to Toddbrook D

am
. (To 

avoid this short clim
b and stiles continue through the 

park passing the children’s playground).

C
rossing the dam

 gives good view
s of the surrounding 

hills and over W
haley B

ridge. This reservoir is a feeder 
for the canal (the highest in England). Turn right after 
continuing across the dam

 onto R
eservoir R

oad. In a few
 

m
etres turn left through a sm

all m
etal gate to B

rookfield 
Pond. This form

er m
illpond for B

ingsw
ood w

orks is now
 

a nature reserve. R
eturning to the entrance and rejoining 

the road, turn left, descending the hill. 

O
n the right is another entrance to the park, w

here those 
not going over the dam

 w
ill em

erge.

About 80m
 before the railw

ay bridge (opposite house 
no 9) turn right through a gap in the hedge and descend 
steps. Pass under the railw

ay bridge. The sm
all 

courtyard on the left used to be a bakehouse. Turn left 
into M

arket Street, pass the M
echanics Institute and 

return to the canal basin.
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Take a gentle stroll am
ongst W

haley 
B

ridge’s M
em

orial Park

The M
em

orial Park w
as opened in 1920 to 

rem
em

ber the brave m
en of W

haley B
ridge 

w
ho lost their lives in the 1st W

orld W
ar.

M
em

orial Park w
as aw

arded the prestigious 
G

reen Flag in 2015, 2016 and 2017 an aw
ard w

hich 
recognises the best green spaces. 
M

ore inform
ation at w

w
w

.w
haleypark.co.uk

M
em

orial Park W
alks

W
alking is now

 seen as the best w
ay to exercise and 

get fit. It is free, anyone can participate, and you do not 
need special clothing or footw

ear.
Just 20-30 m

inutes of w
alking a day can:

• Increase your fitness and stam
ina

• R
educe blood pressure

• R
educe the risk of heart disease and stroke

•  R
educe the risk of type 2 diabetes and osteoporosis

• H
elp reduce stress

• H
elp you lose or m

aintain w
eight

Above all it m
akes you feel great

The benefits of w
alking

R
oute 2 

This w
alk has steep inclines 1.75 km

.

Park W
alk 02

D
istance:  

1 m
ile  / 1.7 km

 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths
Pace: 

Park w
alk w

ith steep inclines

R
oute 1  

 This takes in all the low
er footpaths 

(w
heelchair friendly), w

ith sm
all inclines.

Park W
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D
istance:  

0.75 m
ile / 1.25  km

 
G

oing:  
Firm

 paths
Pace: 

G
entle Park w

alking
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